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KCJH News

7th Grade Math

 During the month of March, 
7th graders have been focusing on 
geometry concepts.  Students have 
been working with identifying 
different types of polygons and 
different types of angles.  We have 
also worked on classifying the 
different types of triangles and 
quadrilaterals.  Currently students are 
working on perimeter, circumference, 
and area of different geometric 
shapes.  Before students begin state 
testing we will also be introducing the 
concepts of volume and surface area.   

 Students will be taking the 
state math assessment on April 16, 17, 
and 18.  We will spend the week 
before reviewing concepts and 
discussing test taking strategies.  
Please make sure your child is getting 
plenty of rest.  It may also be 
beneficial for you to discuss with your 
child the importance of giving their 
best effort during our review time and 
testing time. 

8th Grade Math

 Eighth grade math students 
spent the first part of March finishing 
a unit on Perimeter, Area, Volume, 
and Surface Area.  Since that time, 
students have done a project involving 
mean, median, and mode and also 
studied different probability concepts.  
I have currently postponed any tests 
over the probability chapter to allow 
more time to prepare for state 
assessments.

 Students will be taking the 
state math assessment on April 16, 17, 
and 18.  We are currently in the 
process of reviewing some concepts 

and finishing up the last formative 
tests.  The week of April 8 – 12, we 
will be going over practice questions 
in class and discussing test taking 
strategies.  Both 8th grade classes have 
math in the morning.  Please make 
sure your child is well rested and has 
had a good breakfast.  Please 
encourage your child to give his/her 
best effort not only on test day, but 
also during review days.
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Math students have been busy 
creating basic shapes.
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7th Grade Science
 The 7th graders have been 
working in astronomy through the 
month of March.  They had three mini 
units of study.  First, they focused on 
the solar system and spacial 
relationships of the celestial bodies in 
the galaxy.  The next unit featured the 
moon and its phases.  The third mini 
unit in the astronomy area was the sun 
and stars.  Students learned the seven 
classes of stars and how stars are 
formed and dissolved.  A review of 
this unit was called, “The Lunar 
Challenge.”  Students used the 
Promethean clickers as a technology 
tool to review for their test.  

 As we head into April we will 
be preparing for our upcoming science 
assessments which will be held April 8 
and 9.  Please help your child get 
plenty of rest through the next couple 
of weeks as they will be taking 
multiple tests for state assessments.  A 
healthy breakfast is also a great idea!

8th Grade Science

! During March, the eighth 
graders have shifted away from 
the study of animals.  The current 
course study is focusing on plants.  
Students were introduced to plant 
classifications and kingdoms.  
Students took notes over the 
classes of plants including:  
protists, fungi, and vascular plants.  
Then, students were introduced to 
ways of classifying different plants 
such as:  herbaceous, monocots, 
annual and vascular.

  ! As we move into April, we 
will continue to focus on botany 
and plant life.  One of our main 
projects during the spring is the 
school garden.  We will be 
preparing the soil soon and 
hopefully if Mother Nature 
cooperates we will do some early 
season planting. 

! We have been starting some 
seedlings in Applied Science.  The 
Applied Science class consists of 
just three students:  Josh Cannon, 
William Enfield and James Little.  
These students have been building 
recycled planters.  The planters are 
being created from used 2 liter 
bottles.  They are waterless 
planters that conserve water usage 
and allow the gardener to water 
plants in longer intervals.  
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The picture above shows a waterless 
planter made from a recycled 2 liter  
bottle.

KCJH Choir

Contest season is upon us!  The junior 
high choirs will be competing April 24th 
at the JH League Vocal festival in 
Jetmore.  Six ensembles, 2 choirs and 13 
soloists will perform.  The students will 
also get an opportunity to perform their 
pieces at our spring concert April 22nd at 
7:00 p.m.  Best of luck! 
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 Reading/English
 
                With the implementation of 
the College and Career Readiness 
Standards(Common Core Curriculum), 
we are looking at updated textbooks for 
Reading and English in grades 6-8. 
Companies that we have samples from 
are Glencoe McGraw-Hill, Pearson, and 
Holt McDougal.
              

  Our selection for adoption will be 
based on how many of the exemplary 
stories, plays, essays, novels, and poems 
the text includes, what supplementary 
materials come with it, how many of and 
how well the Common Core standards 
are covered, and how user-friendly it is. 
Coordination among the two teachers, 
Michelle Morford (6th grade) and Liz 
Ballard(7th and 8th grade) is taking place.
                With the Common Core 
Curriculum placing more emphasis on 
the students knowing analogies and 
vocabulary, a unit in both English 
classes will be started next week on 
types of analogies and lots of practice.

7th Grade Social Studies
 As we finished up the third nine 
weeks in March, the seventh graders 
made the transition from Geography to 
Kansas History.  We began the course 
with some basic knowledge of the state.  
We first examined a map of Kansas and 
identified some major points of interest 
and cities.  Students did one project in 
which they drew a map by hand and 
labeled various items on it.  This was in 
preparation for the annual project 
entitled, “Build a Map of Kansas.”  Each 
year the seventh graders create a map of 
Kansas from scratch.  The maps are to 
scale and included many aspects of the 
state.  There is one on display from a 
previous class in the junior high 
commons.  
 Most recently the seventh grade 
has been learning about Bleeding Kansas 
and the turmoil surrounding that 
turbulent time.  A feature of this unit is 
the video entitled, “Border War.” 
Students have learned terms such as: 
Jayhawker, Bushwacker, and Free-Soiler.

8th Grade Social Studies
 During March, the eighth 
graders focused on Government and 
Politics.  As we moved into the 
fourth quarter, we began looking at 
American expansion and studied 
some early Presidents.  Students 
closely examined the Louisiana 
Purchase.  Students were introduced 
to the Lewis and Clark mission as 
well as its impact on the West. 
  As we move into April we will 
begin preparing for our Civil War unit.  
Currently, the class is studying the 
Industrial Revolution.  From there we 
will turn to the slave system and 
finally the separation of the North and 
South.
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Mauris egestas lacus sit ame
Vivamus pulvinar, purus ultricies ultrices ullamcorper, dolor diam euismod 
nisl, vel consectetuer eros mi sit amet lorem.

— Quisque Massa

The following committees have been 
working on projects this spring.  At a 
time when things really get busy at 
school, it is nice to see our student 
leaders remaining engaged and working 
hard to establish a positive climate at 
our school.

Maverick Pride:  They organized a JH 
Maverick Pride day to kick off track 
season.  The 8th graders were the 
winners and were treated with a snack 
during one of their classes.

School Service:  The school service 
students branched out to some members 
of the community.  The students visited 
the Sr. Center in town and spent some 
time with several senior citizens.  They 
played a Wii bowling tournament.  We 
had a tie for first place between Chase 
H. and Don Trent and Gracie F. and 
Stella Hutton.  Mrs. Headrick said it 
was great for the kids to interact with 
this generation, but Kari Kyle, director 
at the Sr. Center said it was equally 
good for the senior citizens!  

Hospitality:  This group is organizing a 
fun day for JH kids.  Details will be 
revealed later!  

Impact Staying Busy This Spring
Fundraising:  Fundraising just finished 
a Leukemia / Lymphoma fundraiser 
where the school (PK-8) raised just over 
$500 by collecting coins.  The money 
was donated in honor of two local 
Leukemia patients, one of which is Mike 
Case.  (The other is a child and so we 
won't put that name in this article.)

Ecology:  Ecology is planning an 
ecology fair for students in 1st-5th grades 
as a way to teach younger students some 
knowledge about the environment, 
recycling, and green energy.

Social Activities:  This committee has 
planned an ice skating party for JH 
students.  The event was postponed due 
to the chance of inclement weather, but 
has been rescheduled to April 13.  The 
Impact group will pay for the ice skating 
and students will also eat lunch at 
Freddy's in Wichita.

Video Production:  The 6th grade video 
production students just finished editing 
the DVD for the grade school talent 
show.  Those DVDs are now on sale for 
$3.  Contact the office if you would like 
to purchase one.

Mrs. Headrick was recently approached by Julie Keeton, the pharmacist in Greensburg.  She indicated that the 
pharmacy was doing a fundraiser on behalf of Leukemia patients who may need bone marrow transplants.  It costs 
about $100 per person to do the testing necessary to add a willing person to the bone marrow donor list.  The 
pharmacy set a goal of raising $2000 and adding 20 local people to the bone marrow donor list.  Since the group had 
just finished a fundraiser for Leukemia & Lymphoma society, they opted not to do another one; however, after talking 
to 8th grade Impact chairs, the group decided to use some of the money they have raised by running the popcorn stand 
at home events and make a donation to the pharmacy's fundraiser.  They donated $500 to that cause!  Thank you, 
Impact students, for giving to our community for a worthy cause!

PARTY!
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